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PUBLIC HEARING
Date: Monday, Dec. 3, 2018 
Time: 5:30 p.m. Presentation: 6 p.m.   
Location: Trinity Baptist Church-Fellowship Hall 
	      3305 East C.R. 468, Wildwood, FL 34785
The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) invites you to a public hearing 
for the proposed improvements to U.S. 301 from County Road (C.R.) 470 East 
to State Road (S.R.) 44 in Sumter County, a distance of eight miles. The project 
proposes to widen U.S. 301 from a two-lane to a four-lane roadway, to realign a 
portion of U.S. 301 south of the City of Coleman, and to reconstruct the Florida’s 
Turnpike interchange at U.S. 301 as a diverging diamond interchange, while 
minimizing potential impacts to the natural and human environments.

The hearing will be Monday, Dec. 3, 2018 at Trinity Baptist Church-Fellowship 
Hall, 3305 E. C.R. 468, Wildwood, FL 34785. The hearing will begin as 
an informational open house, during which time project displays and other 
information will be available for review. Staff will be available to discuss the 
project and answer questions. A presentation will begin at 6 p.m. 

This public hearing is being conducted to give interested persons an opportunity 
to express their views concerning the location, conceptual design, and social, 
economic, and environmental effects of the proposed improvements. The 
Preliminary Engineering Report and other pertinent information will be available 
for public review on the study website and on weekdays from Monday, Nov. 12 
through Monday, Dec. 3, 2018, at Sumter County Government Offices, 7375 Powell 
Road, Wildwood, FL 34785. The material will also be available at the public hearing 
and on the project website, www.us301sumter.com.

A court reporter will be present to record proceedings, and assist with 
comments, as part of the project record. Written comments can be submitted 
at the hearing, sent by mail to Mary McGehee, Florida Department of 
Transportation, 719 S. Woodland Boulevard, MS 501, DeLand, FL 32720 or 
emailed to Mary.McGehee@dot.state.fl.us no later than Thursday, Dec. 13, 2018. 
All written and oral comments will become a part of the public hearing record.

Persons with disabilities who require accommodations under the Americans 
with Disabilities Act or persons who require translation services (free of charge) 
should contact Mary McGehee, FDOT PD&E Project Manager, at 386-943-5063 
or via email at Mary.McGehee@dot.state.fl.us at least seven (7) days prior to 
the hearing. If you are hearing or speech impaired, please contact us by using the 
Florida Relay Service, 1-800-955-8771 (TDD) or 1-800-955-8770 (Voice). 

Public participation is solicited without regard to race, color, national origin, age, 
sex, religion, disability or family status. Persons wishing to express their concerns 
relative to FDOT compliance with Title VI may do so by contacting Jennifer Smith, 
FDOT District Five Title VI Coordinator at Jennifer.Smith2@dot.state.fl.us. 

This letter is being sent to all property owners and tenants within at least 300 
feet of either side of the proposed project and to other public officials, regulatory 
agencies, organizations, and individuals interested in the project.

The environmental review, consultation, and other 
actions required by applicable federal environmental 
laws for this project are being, or have been, carried 
out by the Florida Department of Transporation (FDOT) 
pursuant to 23 U.S.C. §327 and a Memorandum of 
Understanding dated December 14, 2016, and executed 
by the Federal Highway Administration and FDOT.

For more information, contact:
Mary McGehee 
FDOT Project Manager 
719 South Woodland Boulevard 
DeLand, Florida 32720 
Phone: 386-943-5063 
Email: mary.mcgehee@dot.state.fl.us

Mary McGehee 
FDOT Project Manager 
719 South Woodland Boulevard 
DeLand, Florida 32720 
Phone: 386-943-5063 
Email: mary.mcgehee@dot.state.fl.us

Jeff Arms, PE, AICP 
Consultant Project Manager 
315 East Robinson Street, Suite 400 
Orlando, Florida 32801 
Phone: 407-420-4249 
Email: jeff.arms@hdrinc.com
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Alternative 2 would improve U.S. 301 from two to four lanes from C.R. 470 East to S.R. 44.  A portion of U.S. 301 from 
C.R. 525 East to C.R. 468 would be realigned south of the City of Coleman, and would be constructed with four lanes.
The recommended alternative also includes roundabouts at the intersections of U.S. 301 with C.R. 525 East and C.R. 468, 
and a diverging diamond interchange (DDI) at the Florida’s Turnpike. An urban typical section is recommended north of 
the Florida’s Turnpike and a suburban typical section is recommended for the remainder of the project limits.

Evaluation Criteria

STUDY ALTERNATIVES

No Build
Alternative 1

U.S. 301 
Widening

RECOMMENDED
Alternative 2

U.S. 301 
Realignment

 Social & Economic

Consistency with Existing & Future Land Use No No Yes

Preserves Community Integrity / Cohesiveness Medium Low High

Right of Way (parcels / acres) 0 / 0 140 / 95.8 107 / 118.5

Potential Relocations 0 20 4

Community Services Impacted 0 2 1

 Cultural

Historic Resources Eligible for NRHP Impacted N/A 12 1

Potential Archaeological Sites within Study Area N/A 1 1

Recreation Areas Impacted N/A 0 0

 Natural

Roadway Wetlands Impacts 0 9.38 7.11

Outstanding Florida Waters 1 1 1

Floodplains Impacts (acre-ft) 0 10.65 10.55

Potential Wildlife and Habitat Impact Low Low Low

 Physical

Potential Noise Sensitive Sites 40 185 50

Constructability Issues None High Medium

Potential Contamination Sites (Low/Medium/High) N/A 13/14/9 10/10/8

Aesthetic Impacts None Medium Low

Bike and Pedestrian Accommodation Low Medium High

Utility & Railroad Impacts None High Medium

 Roadway / Traffic

2042 Design Year Annual Average Daily Traffic / Level of Service

U.S. 301 - Turnpike to S.R. 44 28,000 / C 33,000 / D 34,000 / D

U.S. 301 - C.R. 521 to Turnpike 21,000 / E 22,000 / D 23,000 / D

Realigned U.S. 301 - C.R. 525 E to C.R. 521 --- --- 22,000 / C

Existing U.S. 301 - C.R. 525 E to C.R. 521 22,000 / F 22,000 / D 9,600 / C

U.S. 301 - C.R. 470 E to C.R. 525 E 26,000 / E 28,000 / B 30,000 / B

 Estimated Project Cost

Design - $7.6 Million $7.2 Million

Right of Way - $26 Million $27.5 Million

Construction - $77.6 Million $69.4 Million

Engineering & Inspection (CEI) - $9.3 Million $8.1 Million

Total Cost - $120 Million $112 Million
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