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1.0 Introduction

1.1 Study Purpose

In February 2016, the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) initiated a Corridor

Pl anning Study (Athe Studyod) to evaluate the n
improvements along State Road (SR) 524 in Brevard County, Florida. As shown in Figure

1.1, the limits of the SR 524 Study Area extend from Friday Road South to Industry Road,

a distance of approximately 3.15 miles.

The SR 524 Future Conditions Summary Report summarizes future land use and
transportation conditions within the SR 524 Study Area, identifying land use, corridor

segment, and intersection improvement strategies. This report builds off of the data and

transportation themes presented in the SR 524 Existing Conditions Summary Report, and

considers previous studies, planning efforts, and programmed improvements, with the

goal of developing viable roadway improvement alternative options in the next phase. This

report was informed by interactions with the SR 524 Corridor Planning Study Project

Visioning Team (PVT), which includestheCi t y of Cocoa (fithe Cityo),
Countyo), t heranSportator Plabming OrganiZation ( i SCTP OO0 ) and Sp
Coast Area Transit (ASCATO) .

1.2 Background and Need

The SR524StudyCor ri dor is a core element of the Spac
system. The ultimate work product emerging from the Study will be the SR 524 Corridor

Alternatives Report, which will identify deficient roadway segments, discuss
recommendations, and identify potential multimodal transportation improvements.

1.3 Organization of this Report

The SR 524 Future Conditions Summary Report is organized into two key assessment
areas, each with subsections of detailed information. These include:

9 Future Land Use: This Chapter evaluates future land use trends, population and
employment growth projections, and major planned developments in the Corridor.

1 Future Traffic Conditions: This Chapter evaluates forecasted traffic for segments
and intersections along the Corridor.
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Figure 1.1: Study Area
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Future land use designations for the SR 524 Corridor Study Area are displayed in Figure 2.1. The
City and County have zoned the majority of currently vacant sites within the Corridor as either
low-density residential (5 units/acre maximum) or medium-density residential (12 units/acre
maximum), displayed in Figure 2.2. The location of future commercial and industrial land uses
remain clustered near existing commercial and industrial development, to the west/east ends of
the Study Area near 1-95 and Industry Road.

2.0 Future Land Use

2.1 Population and Employment Growth

According to the University of Central Florida (UCF) Col | ege of Business A
Institute for Economic Competitiveness, the population of the Palm Bay-Melbourne-

Titusville metro area is projected to grow from 563,900 to 636,700 from 2015 to 2024, a

growth of 11.4 percent. During the same period, the total employment of the metro area

is also projected to grow, at 12.4 percent, from 203,500 to 232,200 jobs. The Institute

projects the industries experiencing the most growth (over 4,000 jobs) will be Professional

& Business Services (11,600 jobs), Education & Health Services (5,100 jobs), and
Construction & Mining (4,800 jobs).! Near |l y 10 percent of Cocoa bu
average growth industrieso plan to expand by |
growth for the region.

The 2015 City of Cocoa Business Climate Report evaluates the character of business
climates in different parts of the City, focusing on key corridors. The report indicates the
area will benefit most directly from the planned Walmart Distribution Center, and will
strengthen its transportation/utilities, warehousing/storage, retail, and manufacturing
prominence once the site becomes operational. The addition of Class A office space is
expected to attract high-skill, high-wage jobs with the potential to make the western and
northern portions of Cocoa strong centers for manufacturing, logistics, and distribution.!

However, the report also identified the absence of sewer infrastructure and a lack of traffic
capacity as constraints for ancillary development in support of the Walmart Distribution
Center, e n c oright enig bfringestrmemten [utility and roadway] expansions,0
should be made to promote this Corridor as a shovel-ready location. The report identifies
a retail surplus along the SR 524 Corridor among the automotive and building materials
and supply categories. To build upon the development of the Walmart Distribution Center,
place-making is recommended as a method of establishing the SR 524 Corridor as the
fepicenter of logistics investment in Cocoa. 0 N e wge & ialgorrecommended by the
report, placed along 1-95, to draw attention from passers-by an d bredgfinenthist o i
section of Cocoa as one with a coordinated, focused theme of innovation and economic
stimulus. 0

1 City of Cocoa. (2015). Economic Baseline Analysis, Page 29. http://www.cocoafl.org/DocumentCenter/View/6010
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Source: Brevard County (2016) and East Central Florida Regional Planning Council (2011).
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Figure 2.2: Future Zoning of Vacant Parcels within the Study Area

Source: Brevard County Property Appraiser, 2016.
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